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Modern picture of the Theatre of Dionysus 

in Athens, where many of Aeschylus' plays 

were performed    
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This article is about the ancient Greek playwright. For other uses, see Aeschylus 
(disambiguation). 

Aeschylus (pronounced /ˈɛskɨləs/ or /ˈiːskɨləs/, Greek: Αἰσχύλος, Aiskúlos, 525 BC/524 
BC – 456 BC/455 BC) was an ancient Greek playwright. He is often recognized as the 
father or the founder of tragedy,[1][2] and is the earliest of the three Greek tragedians whose 
plays survive, the others being Sophocles and Euripides. He expanded the number of 
characters in plays to allow for conflict among them; previously, characters interacted only 
with the chorus. No more than seven of the estimated seventy plays written by Aeschylus 
have survived into modern times. 
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This article is about the 5-4th century BC dramatist. For the 2nd century BC 
grammarian, see Aristophanes of Byzantium. 

 
Sketch of Aristophanes 

Aristophanes (Ἀριστοφάνης, pronounced /ˌærɪˈstɒfəniːz/ in English, ca. 456 BC – 
ca. 386 BC), son of Philippus, was a Greek Old Comic dramatist. He is also known 
as the Father of Comedy and the Prince of Ancient Comedy.[1 

 Aristophanes
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